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Whereupon Olympias sent a herald to Cassander to treat
upon terms of pacification, but he insisted upon the deliv-
ering up of herself to his mercy; she at length prevailed
only for the preservation of her person. He then incited
the relations of such as were put to death by Olympias to
prosecute her in the general assembly of the Macedonians,
who readily complied with what they were desired to do;
and though she herself was not then present, nor had any
person there to plead her cause, yet the Macedonians con-
demned her to die. Cassander therefore sent some of his
friends to Olympias and advised her to get out of the way,
and promised to procure for her a ship and to cause her to
be conveyed safely to Athens. He did not do this for her
preservation, but that, as one confessing her own guilt by
her flight, it might be judged a just vengeance upon her
if she was cut off as she was on her voyage; for he was
afraid as well of the fickle disposition of the Macedonians as
of the dignity of her person. But Olympias refused to fly,
and said she was ready to defend her cause before all the
Macedonians. Cassander therefore, fearing lest the people
should change their minds and so take upon them to defend
the queen, sent to her a band of two hundred soldiers
with orders to despatch her forthwith, who, rushing on a
sudden into the palace, as soon as they saw her, in rever-
ence to her person, drew back without executing the com-
mand. But the kindred of those she had put to death,
both to ingratiate themselves with Cassander, and like-
wise to gratify their own revenge for the death of their
relations, cut her throat, she not in the least crying out in
any womanish terror or fear to spare her. In this manner
died Olympias, the greatest and most honorable woman in
the age wherein she lived, daughter of Neoptolemus, King
of Epirus; sister of Pyrrhus, who made the expedition
into Italy; wife of Philip, the greatest and most victorious